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perceptible accent, " I have arranged to see you so
that you can tell me first-hand all about the conditions
at Kuznietskstroy."

" Please be seated, then you may continue." He
motioned me to a comfortable chair.

Seating himself once more behind his desk and
leaning back in his spacious chair, he rested his
elbows on the padded arms and, clasping his hands
together, waited for my narrative in silence.
I was soon well into my story and Peters took various
short notes on a pad near his elbow. His remarks
were few and very short.

I noticed a peculiar twisted smile flit across his
features once or twice and I wondered at its purport.

I began to feel instinctively that he was immensely
amused about something but I said nothing of what

I thought and continued with the account of the
workers5 conditions at KuznietsL

Five minutes later the telephone bell  buzzed

angrily and excusing himself he  turned  to the

instrument.

Speaking for a few minutes into the mouthpiece

he laughed heartily at some amusing remark and

returned the earpiece to its hook. . . .
Rising to his feet, an odd smile on his lips, he

asked me to further excuse him as he had just been

called by Comrade Stalin to a private conference.

"Would I be so good as to give all the details to

his secretary as he must leave immediately.  I shall

read the notes on my return and see what can be

done."
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